
QUESTION WORDING: 
 
Do you happen to know any of the three branches of government?** 
 

  
Yes 68% 
No 26% 
Don't know 5% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
Would you mind naming any of them?  (Based on respondents who said they know any 
of the three branches of government)** 
 

  
Executive branch, the president, presidency, the White House 28% 
Legislative branch, Congress, people in Congress, Congressmen, Congress people 35% 
Judicial branch, the courts, Supreme Court 33% 
Republicans, Democrats, Independents, political parties 1% 
Local, state, and federal government 2% 
Other (SPECIFY) 1% 
Don't know 1% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
Some people think it is okay for the president to ignore a Supreme Court ruling if the 
president believes the ruling will prevent him from protecting the country against terrorist 
attacks.  Others think the president must follow a Supreme Court ruling no matter what 
the circumstances.  Which position is closer to your opinion?** 
 

  
Okay to ignore Supreme Court ruling 38% 
Must follow Supreme Court ruling 53% 
Don't know 8% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
If the Supreme Court issues a ruling that the president disagrees with, should the 
president do what he thinks is in the best interests of the country or should the president 
follow the Supreme Court’s ruling?** 
 

  
Do what he thinks is in the best interests of the country 36% 
Follow the Supreme Court's ruling 58% 
Don't know 6% 
Refused 1% 

 



 
 
Can the US Supreme Court declare an act of Congress unconstitutional or not?* 
 

  
Can declare an act unconstitutional 55% 
Cannot declare an act unconstitutional 22% 
Don’t know 23% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
Do you know if it was the intention of the “founding fathers” to have the president, 
Congress, and the Supreme Court have different but equal powers, or was it that the 
founding fathers intended each branch to have a lot of power, but the president to have 
the final say?* 

 
  

Each branch has different powers 57% 
President to have final say 35% 
Don’t know 7% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
If the Supreme Court rules on a decision 5 to 4, does this mean (READ)...* 
 

  
The decision is final 47% 
The decision is too close and needs to be sent to Congress  23% 
The decision is too close and needs to be sent back to the lower courts 16% 
Don’t know 14% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
To the best of your knowledge, do Supreme Court justices usually give written reasons 
behind their rulings or do they NOT usually give written reasons?** 

 
  

Give written reasons 53% 
Do not give written reasons 18% 
Don't know 29% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
 



How important do you think it is to be able to impeach or remove a judge from office if 
the judge makes an unpopular ruling—essential, very important but not essential, 
somewhat important, or not too important?** 

 
  

Essential 18% 
Very important but not essential 30% 
Somewhat important 21% 
Not too important 25% 
Don't know 5% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
 Does the constitution in [state respondent lives in] protect judges from the threat of being 
removed from office if the judge makes a ruling that the governor or the legislature 
disagrees with?** 

 
  
Yes 22% 
No 15% 
Don't know 63% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
Generally speaking, how much do you trust the Supreme Court to operate in the best 
interests of the American people—a great deal, a fair amount, not too much or not at all?* 

 
  

A great deal 17% 
A fair amount 47% 
Not too much 19% 
Not at all 10% 
Don't know 6% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Turning to the court system in [state respondent lives in]. Please tell me if you strongly 
agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the following 
statement: The courts can usually be trusted to make rulings that are right for the state as 
a whole.** 
 

  
Strongly agree 13% 
Somewhat agree 51% 
Somewhat disagree 17% 
Strongly disagree 12% 
Don't know 6% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
In your opinion, to what extent do you think a judge's ruling is influenced by his or her 
personal political views—to a great extent, moderate extent, small extent, or not at all?** 
 

  
Great extent 33% 
Moderate extent 42% 
Small extent 16% 
Not at all 5% 
Don't know 3% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
And how appropriate would it be for a judge's ruling to be influenced by his or her 
personal political views—very appropriate, somewhat appropriate, not too appropriate or 
not appropriate at all?** 

 
  

Very appropriate 7% 
Somewhat appropriate 22% 
Not too appropriate 18% 
Not appropriate at all 50% 
Don't know 2% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Turning to the court system in [state respondent lives in]. Please tell me if you strongly 
agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree or strongly disagree with the following 
statement: The courts do not favor the wealthy or those with political influence.** 

 
  

Strongly agree 10% 
Somewhat agree 21% 
Somewhat disagree 26% 
Strongly disagree 36% 
Don't know 6% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
How important do you think it is to be able to impeach or remove a judge from office if 
the judge makes an unpopular ruling—essential, very important but not essential, 
somewhat important, or not too important?** 
 

  
Essential 18% 
Very important but not essential 30% 
Somewhat important 21% 
Not too important 25% 
Don't know 5% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
Which of the following do you think is better?** 

 
  

Governors nominate judges from a list of names prepared by an independent 
committee made up of Democrats, Republicans and Independents 

30% 

Judges run for election and the people vote on the candidates 65% 
Both/It depends (VOLUNTEERED) 1% 
Don't know 4% 
Refused * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
In general, to what extent do you think a desire to be promoted to the next higher court 
would affect a judge's ability to be fair and impartial when deciding a case—to a great 
extent, moderate extent, small extent, or not at all?** 

 
  

Great extent 35% 
Moderate extent 40% 
Small extent 9% 
Not at all 13% 
Don't know 3% 
Refused 1% 

 
 
 
In general, to what extent do you think a fear of not being reappointed or reelected would 
affect a judge's ability to be fair and impartial when deciding a case—to a great extent, 
moderate extent, small extent, or not at all?** 
 

  
Great extent 32% 
Moderate extent 35% 
Small extent 13% 
Not at all 15% 
Don't know 4% 
Refused 1% 

 


